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ertain: Poſt ſejons, concerning 4 true 
vible Church. 


m berein 


he nature of a trae Church is ſo plaĩnel 
diſeribed, as all man way eaſily 
diſcerne the atme from 


falſe aſe blies. 


F.. 


Written» by a learned and judicions .. 
divine. 


Jer. go, 5 
ber ſhall akg the wayte Sion, with their faces 
- herw rd, ſaying: come and let us * 
our ſelves to the Lad, in a perpetua 
Covenant that caunet be 


N 1 b bo 
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The Res edition, correfed hs much mi 0 


. Erriſtian reader: 


7 7 2 4 
oy earneſtly deſired by ſome godly friendly 
ro-publiſh againe this Little Treatile, and to ad- 
joyne ſome thinge more unto it; | have(as mr 
occaſions wonld permit) condeſcended to the. 


impoꝛtunitie. So that thou ſhalt here find, noi 


only many faulis ( which were in the former im-. 


preſſion) carefully corrected: but alſo ſome other 
weedfull points breifly handled, Now the good 
God for bis Sons ſakg , give « bl: ſing to it, tha: 
it may be( as the Tuleis) A GUIDE TO 
SION: In A good helpe , by which ma- 
ef Gods elett, may be brought from erroa; 
and ignorance , to walke in the truth and light 
of the Lord. 
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ha: 0 ertaine Poſitions, concerning 4 ty 


uae viſible Charch: 
on: 3 
ge His our Eugliſh word Church, through 


cuſtome of ſpeech, is commonly uſed 
for the Temple or place where people 
| come together for the worſhip of God: 
| but they that are any thing exerciſed in reli. 
gion, know, that it allo fignifieth the People, 
which gather together for divine ſervice, and 
that is the firſt and proper meaning of zhe 
| word Charch,as it is uſed to expreſſe the ori- 
; ginal Scripture termes, Kabal 8 Eccle” 
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4 (ertaine Poſitions 


2. This name ( Hurch, we Engliſhmen 
t which came of the Saxons ) bave received 
from the Saxon, German, and Dutch names 
Dic, Kirch, Kerck ; whereby thole nations, 
now, do uſually call their Temples or mee- 
ting places : but the people which come 
togither in them, they call the Gemeine, and 
eue. 5 the Gemeinte, that is to ſay, the Comunialtie; 
deu and we in our firſt Engliſh Bibels called it, 
4. E- the Congregation. 


, X08.16.T 3. As all religion is learned out of holy 
1 — ſcriptures, ſo the name and doctrine of the 


16.18. church, is from theuce to be deduced ; and 
5 48. 7. 38 n ny N is called in Hebrew ( a) Ka- 
e lam. 2.2 hal or b Kehillah, wbich ſignifieth a Convo- 
' — in the cation or Aſemblic of people, & (c) Ghnedab, 
5 2 that is to ſay a Congregation i in Greek it is 
Teſt. oft Pamed 4 Eccleſia, that is in like maner, 2 
Deut. 5. Convocation, or people called forth to an 
22. Exod. aſſembly, and ſometimeſ(e) Synagoguc, that is 
26.3 Sc. a Congregation : which word is allo uſed for 
4 bros 4 the f place wherein the people aſſembled. 

| 28. 5 4 The Hebrue word Kabal is divetſiy 
I Ier. 50 uſed; ſometimes more generally for a great 
9. h Gen. or uni verſall multitude, as 405 nations and 


' 48.4 Exc h of peoples; ſometimes mote particularly 


—_— for an alſembly of one nation, as of i the 


Ifraclites ; ſometimes for part of them, 8s 
OR * Nee 
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Conce rning a true viſible Church; 5 ; | 
kk the Elders and Governours; or ſome I of kr 9225 
tribes of Iſrael a part; or ſome of all 3. Ga 1 
ie tribes, even n men women and children; G. achẽ]us 
nd indifferently for any affembly , and this 1-2-3» K 
not onely of Gods people, o but of(p)beathens, c. 

lo and ioſidels. 8 | 

5. Likewiſe the Greek word Ecoleſis is 1. 111. 
f a large extent and ſignification; uſed A Exr. raw i 
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ometime for q the Church generally ; ſome · x. Gem 
ime for a particular Church or coogrega- 49.9 KM ;! 
ion in a citie ; ſometimes more parricularly T. 7 a YA 
n ſa boaſe or familie; ſometimes ( in the 5 818 "i 
reek verſion of the old Teftament) for an 4. Ge. 


emblie (:) of Governours, or company u J Ephe. $, 


— — 


Caine Pſion, 

generally eõſidered, there ars any many ſoriſ 
JM in the worldgall diſallowed of God, ſave one & 
. fort onely which be acknowledgeth to be mY 
„ 1% bis, and hath ſeparated to bimſelf from all} ge 


| do 


* the reſt. 
: 8. The many falſe ſorts, may be redu. 
I ko . noted unto fowr; 1. The aſlemblies of P. an 
„ Lens or heathen people , which profeſſe ſome 
El Þ 


od, Gods, or Goddefles , whom they do ri 


2m. 1 worſhip ignorantly , having a changed the 
25 trathofGodintoalie, and to ſerving crea- 
tures, not (indeed) the creator, which is, 
blefſed for ever, Amen, 2. The afſemblicy 
of lewes, who profeſſe the true God (after a 
ſort) and allow the writivgs of Moles and} ; 
8 the Prophets , but abhorre Chriſt Ieſus our 
b Saviour, and reje& the new Teftament; 3, 
F The aſſemblies of Mahometiſts, as Perfians,) 
Turks, Moores, &ec. Which profefle allo 
5 Alkoran after their manner, that b one true God of: 
c Azvar.4 whom Moſes and tbe Prophets wrote, and 


Axoar,2, acknowledge c Chriſt to bea Prophet lent, 8 


1 


f 4 3 of God, yea and the breath or Spirit of God: Þ 

Ge. yet beleeve they not that he is 4 God, or the: 6 
20. 19 e ſonne of God, or Saviour ofthe world, but 
20, follow the lies and fables of their falſe Pro- of 
„ , pbet eMabomer. 4. Finally the Church orf 
3 aflembles of falſe Coriftians , which profelle|ty, 


RY ve 


| 


* 


us our 


one god and bis ſonne Chriſt, into whoſe name 


and Ma hometiſts, becaule of their ſo open 
1 tion by bim; are generally of Chriftians re- 
no true but falſe Churches, and ſo alſo do they 


eſteem of true Churches, and one of anos 
tber. Herupon is continuall controyerſie 


et ur 


4 which in holy Scriptures is called the Cen & 1 
| gregation and Church f of God, conſiſting of h Fab. 2. 


poled to the wicked or h malignant Chur- 
bes, the i Synagogues of Satan, 
tt. The true Church is a People & called 14. m 1b 


entern ng « true viſible Chnreh, * 


they are baptiſed; but by their works doe 

deny him, and by their errours & bereſies, 

doe eyerthrow the truth of religion. - 
9, The firſt three ſorts, Pagans, Fewer, © 


and manifeſt denyall of Chriſt and falys. 


puted as no Churches; the latter are reputed 


between true and falſe Chriſtians, & which 
is the true Church, and how it may be Nh en. 


knowen. 13. 1. 


. 1. Tie. 3. 
to. To help the weak and doubtfull in 6.14.2 k 


5 this caſe, I will ſo truly and plainly as by the Cor. 1. 2. 


grace of God I can, deſcribe the true Church, Pal. 89. 5 


5.3 Rev. 


godly and boly people named g Saints ; op- 


unto the » Communion or fellowſhip of © 19+ 


9 k 1Pet, 
2. 9. Iz. 
Theſe 2. 


of God by / the Goſpel, from the world, 17.6.9. 


ofeſſe t 
Gad| 


is Son Teſus Chriſt, in whom they are o cou- | Ephe BY, 
led and built together, to be the habitation 2 
— tg, Ad A4 22 of 2 | 


| OED 


__— 


* 
_— 6 A. dt. 


W | 


code, ofen 
* of God by the ſpirit. 
F | 15 Pet, 12 The Church is ſaid tobe 4 people, 
2.9. en or generation , becaule it conliftech of 
4 Epbe.q. many perſons, or of a multitude litcle ot 
f 3 great: for though a particular Chriſtian is} 
jo * called, and of the church; yet no one man is af 
church or generation, 5 
4 | 13 It is a people called; q becauſe ey 
. 6. conecoutſe or aſſemblie is ** a true Camel tus 
45 8 — none of theraſelyes can come unto this e- I ph 
"FF. __ _ => be * or drawen ot 
1 8 they are ſay d to be called f 
Cbron, ; becauſe he ſ onely calleth and draw eth {his 
30. 6. 10. men upto Chriſt with a 7 holy calling; and i c. 
2. Nm. addeth them () to his Church; no bumane (k 
{ ; $30, power or authority is able to doe it. 1Sa 
F w Theſ, 14. The Goſpel 7 noted to be the meanes IC 
| 14,42 of our calling, be maketh knowen unto his i f 
| 878 - people outwardly by his a word ſpoken 1 
Hen and (c) written , and inwardly by 4 his holy | 
-- a Nos ſpirit : and thus the Church are all e the 
em. · taught of God, 
20. 1Cer. 15, The eſtate ont of which the Church 
24.1012 is called, is ſayd to be out, of, or from the Fh 
4 6. f world . whereby is meant, firſt Satan the g 
1 Rr. Prince of this world, from whole power they 
109. and are () turned unto God, Secondly, the Nr 
ke 
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17. 6.9. 
lab. 12, 12, 6 4. 26.18. 
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ncerning a true viſible Church, 9 
ked people of the world, called the 5 children 
ple, IN of the Dori » from whoſe communion and hon * 
ech off fellowſhip Kin their religion, and all other k Exo. 34 
le orff wicked actions, we muſt be ſeparatedzthird- 15. Prov, 
ian 18 ly the corruption of nature in our telyes, 18.8% 
an is aſſ the loſt of fleſh, tbe luſt of the eyes, and pri- 1640S 
de of life, /all which are of the world, and Fer. ß 
everyy which we muſt m hate and » cruciſie, and lo I 1. Iob.2 
urch {turn and become (0) like litle children, even 16. m RG. a 
bis e. 1 pborn agayn , that we may ſee the kingdom 7.15 laude 
wen ot God, 2.20 
led of 16. The eſtate wherunto God calleth N 
. 1 19,3 
eth {bis Church io this life, is generally 4 tothe 5 Jb. 3. 3. 
; 0d Communion ( or fellowſhip } of his Son Feſws q 1 Cor. 3 
mane (it, as being their onely mediator and 9+ 
4Saviour , the Prophet, Prieſt and King of the 
Church ; which they beleeving and profeſ- 
ing, are allo made partakers (in a propor- , Deu. 18 
tion & their meaſure) of theſe three offices x5,18, 
with him. 40.3. 42. 
17, Jeſus Chrift is the » Propbet raiſed 26, 8. 
wp of God nato his people, to teach them * = i 
burch, all that God commanded him: which alſo 20, /, * | 
m the ſhe did, both by ſ bimſelfe , and by the Mini- Col. 2. 3. 
vibe g {ftery of bis ſervants (i) ſent of him. And as & Mat. 7 
r they Y all the treaſures of wiſedome & know- 5. Ich, 3 
e mic: ledpe are bid in him, ſo bim the Church 13-© 6: | 
ked fuk x beare ; for all j beavenly wiledome * 


1 
- 

* - 

- 


1eanes 
to his 
poken 
s holy 
e the 


. — 
= — — — — 7 * — 
— 42:20 if een — — be 


* 
— . 
—  _ - 


9a 5 and 


— — 


4 "eje 
% 1 Certaine Poſitions | 
| 3 robe learoed of him; and| f 
4 Ad. 3. pbet c tbe which ſhall not beare this Pro- C 
22. * » 7 [hall be deſtroyed out of the peo. ce 
18. This Propheti 2 
| bath Eres * N A 
aPſe.r4p Fran 15. the lame bis word, for their 1. * 
19 20. (ruction and comfort, and EIT in- 
114. 59.2 lame within tb Sas 4 grafting the pa 
244 bee em. His ſpirit allo as an & 
0094-7 75 7 — 5 eee — all things; giving 
21. þ > nijters, to o 
— hos the ſame unto their Dl e le = *PP'y 
27 4 Epb Nun,, , ewile power | up 
. 4:8. 11. E practile. to Wald bees Hr ent = 
7 Cn 45 lights in the ae 
28. e l/a. to others the faith of „ 
43. 10. f build u of Chriſt, to edify and the 
2 c8or.4.i p one an other dayly therein; Is 
„ 4-13 yoke unto! J ;to / pro- & 
Mat. 28 auto ode and to good | 
20 bebi, admoniſh and » i 4 opus) 5 a 
2.26, Qulty; a evil and ini- 
2 18.8.4 T 4 Ha _— = p comfort oue au- 
XT. therefore all wels of Chriſt; wboſe word I the 
2.11. dwellpl ought to labour that it ma el 
V Heb plenteouſly inthem ; that i y 44" 
\; t 10. {peak 1 ; that if avy man pot 
[as ** ivr the Sou of God reallo the] 1 
! 15 16. greats High 5 wr God , is alſo the 
m Levit, g prieſt or [ Sacriſicer of the Church Igo 
(19-17. o Luk 17 3. 1 The by 0 
1 1. Fet. 4 11. D 3: 16. | 


Concerning a. rue viſible Church, 11 
by whole obedience , and ſacrifice or obla- 1: 
z and, non of t his owône body aud blood , the : Heb. 10 
Pro- Church is cleanſed & from all ſyn, and x re. 5. 10. 
e peo. conciled to God, by whoſe intercefſion the 1 1. Job, 
Church, with the holy actions and oblations * 5. 
ft, he| ofthe ſame, are y accepted of God, and made 10% Heb. 
b , by heires of bleſſing. 7. 25.8 
ir in- 20, And this bis Prieſtly office, is ſo im- 9. 24. S 
ng tbeſ parted to his church, as they have not onely rang P 
an e intereſt in his C death and ſufferings,wherby , - 
giving they are reconciled to God, but alſo are 5. 3 
apply bee made (2) holy prieſi hood, to offer 8. 10. 4 1 
power ſ up ſpir ĩtuall ſacrifices acceptable to God by Per, 2.5.6 | 


n and bim: giving up 6 their own bodies a living N. 12. 1. 

of life ſacrifice ; c mortifying their members which j ens : 
ch un · |are on earth, and  crucifying the fleſhwith * 5 4 
fy and |the affections and lufts; offring up e contrite 1. 179. 
pro- & broken barts, with f ſacrifices of confeſſiõ f Heb, i 


» a Ito bis name; and praying not onely every 15.gEpbe |! 

ad ini- Iman for bimlelfe, but g one for anotber, - 6.18. þ q 
ne au- doing and diftributing ce the neccſſities of _ i 
word the Saincts; i ſuffring affliction for the Goſ- 4 4 4 3. | | 


may 4 pelz and finally , if they be called thereunto, „ k Heb. 
powring out their ſoules unto K death for 32.4. 2. 


m len. 
12.15. 


man 
the truthes ſake. | Tim. 4 6. |: 
ſo the | 21 The Lord Ieſus Chriſt , is alſo the ! M4. 2.6 it 


Cburch governonr and Kk ing over Sion, Gods boly 
ounr, and ſitteth at bis Fathers right hand 
. . 


; Li 
12 Certaine Poſitions 
Cor. ig and n reigneth til all bis enemies be made 
25. ola. his foot ſtool, being(o)a King, Iudge, and lau- t igue 
33-22. giyerto his people, p commanding & ruliog heit t 
7 Mar. c ð them by his word and ſpirit, 3 judging them n glor 
20-4? ſal. jn juſtice and equity, preſcrviog and defen - 23. 
72.7 lobn 'J quit): P 8 23s 
20.28. C ding them by his almighty power, v from all miles: 
16.33. their enemies. | | 
Iv. 19. 22. And this his kiogly office be ſo com · 
1.21 municateth with his Church, as they are by 
bim preſerved and defended from all ad- 
yerſarie power; freed from the dominion , 
4 of ſyn, and tyranny of (4)Satan : from ſub. 
*+ jection to (e) the world, and ſervitude d þj 
18. Rõ. 16 unte men: and reſtored to the joy full libercie 
| 20.c ich of the children of God, e the world and all 
5. 4. 4 x things ia it made theirs: that how ſoe ver they 
Cor. 7. 23 have ſtill to combate f with the Divil, to g 
1 C9793 wratile againſt principalities and powers; to 
22 f 1 Pet N P 4 
| 1.8.9. 2 (affer hþ hatred and affliction of the world; 
Ipb.6.rz and to warre with the fleſhly luſts i which 
. g. fight againſt the ſowl: yet neither & death, 
1 Sis nor life, nor Angels, ner principalilies, nor 
2. 1Pet powers, nor things preſent, nor thiags ro 


2 & come, nor heigth nor deepth, nor any other 


8. 29, / creature,(hall be able to ſeparate them from 
{ Rev. 1.6. che love of Gad which is in Chriſt Ieſas our 
* Rev. 5. Lord; who bath / made them Kings & prieſts 

Ds unto God eyenhis Farber, and they ſhall w 
Ks | reigne 


dey - F/oncerning 4 true viſible Church, 13 


eigne on the earth; till baving ſerved here 
ag tei ty me, they come to (»)reign with bim n Tim 2 
em ſin glory, in the heavens for ever. pp 
en | 23. Unto the participation of theſe pro- 24.1T ＋ 
all miles and heavenly graces, are o all people 223 
proroked by the Goſpel preaobed ; and ſuch 19. Rem, 
Jas obey the calling of God, and come unto 16,26, 
Chriſt , are united to him their head & me- 
iator, from whom proceedeth the /uftifica- 
en and ſanitification of the Church, 
24. Iuſt iſication is the partak ing of Chtiſts 
* 4 Þjuſtice or righteouſnes, in bis fulfilling & p Phi. 3. 
ying the law of God, and diſcharging q Nm. g. 
all out debts and treſpaſſes by bis death; 19 7 Lob. | 
freeing us ſ from the curſe , and ſetting 2 q 
us in full favour t with God and under his | Yor. 1 
o bleſſing: which rigbteouſues of Chrifts , is v»Gal.z.g |} 
folly made ours, & imputed to us x by faith 14.x Row | 
for our juſtification, 3.25. 30. 
25. Sarctification is the partaking of Chriſts & 4- 24+ 
bolynes , by being y grafted with him to the 2 — 
bmilitude of bis fenth and reſurrection; 
whereby the corruption of nature or (z) old 3 verſe 6 
man in us, becommeth crucified & (4)buried 4 verſe 4 
with him, and che 6 new man er image of bEpheſ 4 
od is put on and renewed dayly, in a holy 2 | 
Feovverſation, 
ne | 26, Hitherto of the Churches unjon and 
COM» 


14 Tertaine Po ſitioni 
F communien with Chrift her head: now follk 
8 _—_— * union of the churches -_ | 
2 Fs -— another : which is their c coupling 

« 4:5. 41.0 gither as one body, by the communion of 

| Cor.12.4 N "6 lame alpirir, faith, and love. 
* a * rot * —_ of the members one wit 
Bpbe 4.4 tally and particuls „ 

| $.15-16 Church DE: wa Generally as th& 

2 Epbe. 3. prehendi called aniverſall or Catholik, ,compurti 
15. b 25 n ing the (a) whole family of God inf 
per. ©. c heavenandin earth, and the b fraternity ol 

cEph.4.5 brotherhood of all Chrifti 1 
en which are ig; 
rr 3 there is but c one faith$ 
4. 5. Ge. ſefas Ch - e lame God by that one Lorqy 
Epb.s.18 ö hriſt , through one Spirit. Thug 

4.4.5. uh they all one Father which is God, onal 

3 - "pn Ns Pos which is a bove, 2nd 

Fubu. iy baptiz ng Chriſt are ll made f one; 

oy hari prot Few bs 

„ Cor. 12. 1 3 drink _ one lpirit. | 
13 b Rev. l 5 ore particulary, they that are cal yer w 

i _ 22 members of the Chur *. 

5 e am nited and gathered into ma. N it 

3 Mob. chiles &: _— in) ſe verali3t 

13. Hes ries & counnie:ever of which church 

, Cor. Fe peng | y togither in the profeſſion &Þ Ge 

praiſe of the Goſpell of Chriſt, bave bis n 


} 4. I Mat. 
» 4 welt 
1 29, power and / prelence with them, and is to 
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can} 
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{oncerning 4 true viſible Chure h. 15 LID 
| $ovvene or come m togither in ona, for then * — 
follpor{hip of God, & performance of publick 33 
deniaties. A wy 
link 29. Whatſoever promiſe or bleſſing of a Heb.12 
n d od, is beſtowed on the church on earth ge- 22.23-24 
e. terally conſidered : n the ſame may be ap- N94 
withrebended and injoyed by every particular 'r = 
tuhurcb. ( though not in like meaſure by all:) , Por. 6. 
tha be o promiſes generall, and examples 16. with 
:omurticular of the Church þ in Corinth, and Deut. 29. 
> inibers mentioned in the Scripture , do con- 117 
ty ofjeme; 0 * A 
re i 30. The Teſtament of Chriſt ſheweth * * 
faith uo Provinciall, Nationall, Emperiall, or , 1 4.8 
| - pare” | 104-3 
Lordhiber like Church, having ſeveral meetings 1 Cor. 3. 
Thuiſr aſſemblies, and ſpeciall Paſtors over the 22 23.8 


one 


onime: neyther, ſynce th*Apoſtles, Prophets 17 30. 
d bypdEvangelifts were taken from this world, 47 *% 


On 


there any other lawfull Biſhops or q AR. 20 
an | 


Wourch-governours, then Biſhops or Over- 17. 28. 
Pers 9 of the particular Churches; neytber Pb,. T. x. 
e cil. her was ther other lawfull Head, Lord, or 1. Per 5. 


nurch dt ſpiritnal, of the Church, then » leſus 5 
ma- Mtiſt alone, 1 3 


veral zt Unto the Church are to be admitted, 12. f. 
rchetF-unto whom the covenant and promile 

ion & God dotb apperteyn; and they are ſo ma- 

bis &Y(«)a5 the Lord our God ſhall call; and all © fer 
is to thoſe 39 
PHY 


5 Leit. 19 faithfull and holy perſons, Our reaſons i; 


| 
| 


| 


10 
* 


* 
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16 Certaine Poſitions 


thoſe are called ( in the jadgement of mau 
b Rem.xo Which having 6 heard the word of God, (© 
17. Rob. 1 manifeſt and profeſſe c repentance fre 
— AR, dead works and faith in God, by leſus Chi 
28. 41 the alone Saviour of the world, and promi 
is +37 (d)obedience to the word, through the hai l 
: 19 Ghoſt the ſanctifier of the elect. Such . 
all ſorts and eftares of people in the worte ©* 
34. 31 Are with their f leed to be received into, $ 7 
Lak 1. 15 nouriſhed in the Church ; their ignoran f fe 
Job.2. 26 bein 
Roms. 1.5 
Mich 4.4 
44 D [ 
die, 
ept, as are pro aue, worldly and al with; 
untill they be called of God unto 
> pentance and faith in his promiſe: for evi 


1646 Churchrightlie conſtituted, muſt conſiſ 


6.14 fe. with his covenant, or ordinances, Pſal. 5. 


* 
* 
: 


\ ” 
by þÞ {4 
. 
. o 
, . 


17. K 1 theſe, t. The Scriptures ( every where 4 | 
Theſ;5. teach 2. All wicked men are forbidden 1's 


2:5.2 Cor preſly by the word of God, from medi mY 


are! 
Rev 21 7 


Num. 15 27. C 22. 15. Ia. 35. 8.9. Z ach. 14. 21. holt e 


Me. 16, 17. 1 Cory, 5. 11. 12. Ti. 3. 14 
7 al. 93.3. | 


| Concirning a true viſible Chured, 15 
anl. 7. 6, 3. They have not Chriſt Ko 
* cheir beed (9 ) and therefore cannot 2 . 
N bodie; The odly and wir - 25-38% _ 
are contraries, Fo ide? and led by tif. (al 3.5 
* NO: 2 two Omron 19. % 
able of one and the ſame forme. f. Ou . 
i al men worſhip God aright,p leaſe Fl. $47, 

are accepted of him, aud baye right to 

be covenante of 1 and ſcales thereof. 

to, $33: That Chriſt(out - Prophet) 


oran b ſer down unto us io the a Taſtameng 


* Fre of Charch Government which 16 


rech cbangable, ordinarie, beſt, pe erpet uall, 
fed Id common to all Churches,and ro which 


0 ul perfons muſt be ſubje& : is certaine: 
P.. otherwiſe the Church which is his 
uch ie, ſh uld be left may med, imperfoſt, 
neivoyd of ſome ſpecial furtherance and 
co | ie for ker edification : but this cannot k. Epheſs 
| ; k 2, weread that under the law, the 4.11.12. 
prd by «Moſes ordained a certaine for- 2 Tim. 3, 
Me, which was not alte red, nor to be alte. 16.17, 
Aby anyKiog or Prieſt whatſoever (1)8 Deut. 5: 

b tore it muſt needs follow, that he 37. — 
in in his owae perſon , did appoint 5. b. 2 Ci 
50 like for the ſafety and good of bis 26.18.19 
Mil tch no under the Gold. w 2 We mE6br.; 
: 1 Wt either confeſſe this, ot elle 19 2.344 

3.14 B Chriſt | 


” . 
” 2 
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| 18 Certaine Poſitions 
! Cͤbriſt of his Kingly office ; for what dat 


; 


„k fa. 6 & more belong to the nature, office, & dur ; | & 
7. Jam. g ofa King, then to give lawes unto bis ſubs! p 
42. Eſa. jects, and to make ſach decrees and ordi * 
32, 22. nances , whereby all the parts of bis King 1 
Pſa. 110. dome may be meanteined, 4. Seeing th ili 
— word of God, teacheth every good way A. 

— dutie, it muſt needs teach this alſo. f. (Ni ö 
9. bumaine forme is ſufficient for it, 6. Th 34 
8 Tin. Church is the houſe of God: 7 Now com 


3.16. fidering that. the Lord requires us to fee 


ace 


m 


our families in order, 4 and he among;,, 
. 2 . lov 

men is counted a careleſſe unthrift, thaſ... - 

leaves his ſervants to doe what they liſt; 


is not probable nor poſſible, that he hit we 
ſelfe would neglect to give order, how 


bd 174 


both ſtewards,children and ſervants (houlfh, - 
be ordered and dealt with, 18 10 
34. The ordinarie officers, perpetuall? : 
belonging to all true churches Are Paſto 5 
Teachiys Eldeis, Deacons and Helpers, J 5 
35. The election and ordination of the; % 
muſt be made by the free choſe of the ca 
Aa. 6. gregation r of wbich they are membergh; 


yaa 13 and wherein they are to adminiſter, Ani; 
an" T5* this is cleare, 1,Becauſe the Apoſtles ſ wiki; 


— iy — — 


2.22. ' - 
2 Cor, | offs +. 
19.6 48, 1-15.24. and chap. 6. 2. 3 4, 1 Timeth U bis 


2. 3.4˙5. 


terhin a irie "viſible Church. 19 
e taught Cbriſts commandements, ſo 
lurh Bibliſhed the primitive Churches, 22, - 
ſub le people amongſt whome they have 
orden converſant can beft judge of theit 
agnes both in reſpect of their perſons and 
> Umilies. 3. It furtheteth much the dili« 
1 nce and faithfulues of the minifter , that 
T Pey whoſe miniſter be is, have freely eho- 
io bim, as unto whome under Chrift they 
oy” ommit the moſt pretious treaſure of their 
to Aale: as alſo it binds the people to grea- 


mont love and conſcience of obedience of 


ia: in and bis miniftry, whome themſelves 
bine made choice of. 4. The Church 


* nog a moſt free corporation , ſpirituall 
or: der Chriſt, the Lord, is in all regſon & 

" Fquity to chuſe her minifters and ſervants 
_V der him, unto whome alſo, ſhe is to give 
Wy pes for their ſervice and labour: 
J. 36- The 3 * 2 apt to 8 
- , #4) no yoang ſcholer, able to divide the 1 1. > 
* ford a ue b he maſt be a man that lo- 2 
* eib goodnes; o he muſt be wiſe, righteous, 2.15 
e temperate; he muſt be of life unre- eITit. i, 9 
Te T 8 eable,as Gods ſteward 3 (d) he muſt be 42 Ii, 4 

* ally well reported of, and one that ra- 2 Tf 
neeþ Fe is owne houſebold under —_ 
auth with 


kh ww 


20 Sertaine Poſitions; , 


wich all boneftie , be muſt mode 
4 nit meeke , g gentle; anc loving: 
Tg fan of 1155 patience , £ ompe Pvt 
: , 360 gi gence: feed ine thee hab 
i Teen a 100 Tode paſturly 
20. 015 Fair : pray for them; ſeale 5 
, Wem the promiſes of God by the Sacr! bl 
J ments: Fe muft alwayes be carefull af 
„ watchfulll oyer the Flock of Chriſt; defer 
it from ravebodò beafts, gi and the wo 
10.0, arid take the little Foxes : difcerne mew 
8 Feb. io. de ſeales, and apply the word. accordig 
L.. ro every diteale, and eyery time and o id 1 


Song 2. cürrant: And thefe things he muſt do 


55. with all willipgnes arid cheqrfuloes , ne ; 
bolding bis office jo reſpe& of Ws ; 10 
but doing bis duty to — ſoule as 
— before the chiefe Shep heat 

c. 
37. The Doffer $ ar Teacher recaſt bi | Lu: 

. 4 Tim. mim apt'to teach, mighty rede 15 

1 able 46 cohbinge che gainſayers : | 12 - 

iche. mu be of life ehreproveaple, one that IN. 
N 5, goverve his ore bouſhoid, be rang 8 

x ;3 Cor, * ate, model, g 

1.15. 2 atdloyitg: He n Walt cake ae 8 Chu 

Jer ? 

37.11. 12 ta. 2.6. Epheſ.2,20. Heb. G. 1. 1 "7 7 
1. 1. 1. Tim.4-t6. and 6,20, 


ces am: viſluas Fbunch. a 
the Church from ertdum: preſerve 
209 5858 retk (which 
G's Chris ) gould; filver; arid pretions 
abes, that his werke may. endure the 
ui ell of che fire , and by the light of the 
up The 7 — the tiraber, baj, and tub» 
actyhle of falſe Teachers: And further, hee muſt 
1 Aeli er his doctrine pure, found, se plaine, 
fer 0 t with cur ioſity or affectation, but ſo that 
x way edifie the moſt ſimple ,approying ĩt 
every mabs conſcience, that the Church 
iy increale with the iricteafing of God; 
w.up unto him, which is the beed 
Pex 
35, That this is an Office 1 805 
dom that of the Paſtor, li ma Hen 'thele 
: Aeneas. 1. The epoſtle d 
A zuiſh them one from [noibet, Zia, 13.7. 
. 4-11. 2. Their | pifes ap 15 
AY | Car Cor, 12. C. 1 The aſter is 
inmanded to take one courſe is Tes⸗- 
11 bing, the Doclor another , Row. 18. ye yer, 
Ib. 41 Ws . 4. This og, 7 uiſbing 6 
Fakes more for the all of t 
eech, then to ünite and wake them 


37s The 


«29 


25 . Cortaine Poſtions: 
3 35. The third Officers, « are Goh «lo 
| 924. , or Ruling Elders ; Theſe men mul] ſoeve 
| =_ 4 be of life likewiſe unreproyeable , ſobeſ need 
24. 25- gentle, loving, temperate : Governing| feop 
2 £br.10 their owne Families orderly : they mul no 
3.44. 257 hee men of wiſedome , knowledge, an Chur 
K ſound judgement, able to diſcerne be with 
_ and tweene cauſe and cauſe , berweene ple doe 
x8.Exed. avd plea, and accordingly to prevent au POP 
39.42. redreſſe evils, Their eſpeciall care muſ gere 
2 ·Tim. 3. be to fee the Ordinances of God truſ en 
3 — tangbt and practiſed, as well by the Off 4 
— 9%-9 cers in doing their duties uprightly , as d.Fepo 
Rom, 12. ſee the people obey willingly and readily muff 
2. x Cor. It is their dutie to fee the cengregatia ccc 
11.16. & holily and quietly ordered , and no wing 
24.33: diftarbed by the contentious, and diſobiſ. Oed 
- - . 2 1 dient 5 froward and obftinate : Not takia eG 
Heb's, 4. away the liberty of the leaſt, but uphoiſ lam 
: ding the right of all, wiſely judging dift 
times and circumſtances. They muſtW:v*t 
readie aſſiſtants to the Paftor and Teache and 
belping to beare their burden, but not i hot 
trading into their office, ace 
40. It is neceſſarie that theſe Offanſt viſi 
bee perpetuallie reſident upon their chu 4 
7 For 1. 4 Miniſter is a Shepheard, u me 
bis charge a Flock ; now a ſhepheard huſ int 
32 * 


hea 4 'Q 
hw! 
"Pp 


{onceryiug a true viſible Church, a3 


al «flock to feed it continually, 2. Where 
ever God placeth a man, there is daylie 
6] weed of his labour and care. 3. The 
in people arc in daunger of barme it they be 
ot watched over day and night. 4. The 
Cburch requireth an Officers reſidencie 
with her, asa dutie of him. 5. If they 
& doe otherwiſe , they cannot give their 
people a good example, neither will 
ul gbere be love and familiarity betweene 


Off 41. Deacons b muſt be men of honeſt , 4,6. 3 
ti ereport, indued with the Holy Ghoſt, they 3. Tim. 3. 
iy muſt be grave, temperate, not given to 8.9. 
la cenceſſe, nor to filthy lucre : Faithfulls Nm. 12+ 
o wij08ght they to gather and collect by the 85 
iſob4].Qcdinagce of the Church, the goods and 
—.— of the faithfull, and by the 
kme direction diligenrly and truſtily to 
distribute them according to the neceſſitie 
Mof the Saints, Further, they muſt iqquire 
che and conſider of the portion and the wantes 
al. both of the Officers and other poore, and 
accordinꝑly relate to the Church that pro- 
fan viſion may be made. 
chu 42. That the Deacons Office is not to 
d, a meddle with the Word and Sacraments , 
d bald 
3 


„ 


246 ** Pyftient. f 
the ſaithfull, and faĩthfully to diftribu 
the lame : is cleare by theſe reaſons, 1. * 
is an eApoſtobcall inſtitaeia that then of 
ſhould attend upon the | viſion for rip 
ore, All. 8. 4. 2. The Scripture mi abe le 
eth it an ocdinariec 2 distinct Of Aus: 
* others in tbe Church, and not to? poo 
mingled with any other, Rom. 13. 7, Obild 
No man can in any tolerable meaſun{y 4o-frr: 
iſcharge the Office of a Miniſter end be 8 
Deacon alſo, AR. 6. yerſ. 2, 4. The WI rothe 
_ of the Word are perfe 1 withoy [os 


at: This Office wa ipftirated, 1. I 
ithfull wighe bee the more Cool 
— Bü their ewne callin 
aut, 2. That the Church = 
more enriched with Heaven 
Spirituall bleſlings , for ſhe receives 
and gifts, for the diſcharge of each ci 
3. To ſtiere men up to belpe- the 5 
the more willingly, conſideri Ar 
Lord hath appointed a ſpecialſ office ii 
that purpoſe, 4. That there {houtdbe 
no complaints, but that all the poore might i 
becomforted againR their provireibia 
wants, 3 — as F | 


—A — 


Concerning a true viſible Church. 25 
bug menten foule and body, ſo hee takes care 
1. tor both. i | 
thell i The Widowes ( a) or Deaconeſſer , 1Tim. 5 
r chilpwtbe Women of 60. yeares of age at g.1o. 
» milſideleoft, For avoyding of inconyenien- Rem, 32, 
Mid des: they muſt be well reported of for 8. 
to ti xeod workes, ſuch as have nouriſhed their 
, 8, Puldren, ſuch as bave beene harberous 
asu de rangers, diligent and ler viceable 20 
bd de Saldts, compaſſionate and belpefull 
them in «dyerfitic , given to every good 
thow|wotke , contiouing in ſupplications and 
q prayer day and night: I hey muſt mini- 
Thi her the ſieke, lame, weary and defea- 
God ld, fuch helpefull comforts as they need, 
thy by watebing, tending and belping them. 
be U: Further, they muſt ſhew good example 
aul do the young Women, in ſober, modeſt, & 
rad conyerlation , avoyding idlenes , 
ling] wine talke, and Hgbr bebaviour, | 
N: . Thele are the neceffaric and onely j 
tiy ordivarie functions, b and offices, which Cr. ia 
«(pur Saviour bath ordained of his Church, 28. Rom; | 
d 36to the due adminification whereof, be 22.8.9. 
right lach promiſed bis blefing to the end of Epbeſe 4. 
tao} the wortd. And rhefe are perpetuall ad 8, 11, 7. 
$264 t6<ontione for ever, and beſide tbeſe, it is 73* 
fall for men ( following the deyiſes 
. ee * 


26 {ertaine Poſitions 

of their owne braine) to inſtitute or a mill 

daine any in the Churches of God, Jotbei 
Lab, 9. 46. Theſe offices though they be diveꝶ ett 
46.47. and ſeverall, yet are they not ſevered, led ſbet 
Jeb. 13, 12 there ſhould be a diviſion in the body: (flwor, 
7575 1, but they are as members of the body, Ho h. 
2238 viog the ſame care one of another, joyntiſ io tl 


12.26. 28 


Epbeſ, 4. dooing their ſeverall duties to the ſervi Yar 


11, 12. 13 of the ſaints : neither can any of theflgng j 


16. offices bee wanting withour greviongigir 
lamenes and apparent deformitie of the, 
body , yea violent injary to the headhhiq 
Chriſt Ielus. | 


47. As every Chriſtian Congreg atiqiſ i;. 
bath power and commandement to ele}: 
and ordaine their owne Miniſters accot- j 
ding tothe rule in Gods word preſcribed; 
So night and power to practice all othe| pro 
þ Mar. 18 ordinances of the Lord, and namely to 0 
17-18 cut of auy member from the body : provi [pi 
x Cor. . ded , that holy order of proceeding bel! 
44 ,, keept , which Chriſt in his will and Tes| 
2 Theſ.3. At hath lef * 
6. with a meat hath lett us. 
Levie.24 48. The rule of Chriſt for eccommau- 
14.15.19 cation is thus : If the fault be private, 500 
23, holy and loving admonition and reproot is 
to be uſed, with av inward deſire and eat 


neſt care to winne their brother; But f 


— — . 


Concerning a true vifible Church, 25 


or mill not heare, yet to take two or three 

_ *qjather brethren with him, whome be kno= 
diveglverh moſt meet for that purpoſe , that by 
|, led ide mouth of two or three witnefles every 
ly: word may be confirmed: And if be refuſe 
Y, Wo heare them, then to declare the matter 
oy aii ſo the Church, which ought ſeverally and 
errigpparpely to reprebẽd, gravely to admoniſh, 


tbeſſana lovingly to perſwade the partie offen- 


evio ding: ſhewing him the beynouſnes of his 
of th _Ipttence , and the danger of his obſtinacie, 
bes lid the fearfull judgments of the Lord, 


moniſh him and pray for him as a Brother, 
prooring if at any time the Lord will give 
Im repentance, For this power is not 


* them to the deſtruction of any, but 
v41.tothe edification of all, 2. Theſ. 3. 15. 
2. Cor. 10.9. & 13,10. 
Jo. If this pre veale not to draw him to 
mau repentance, then are they in tbe Name & 
a = of the Lord IESUS,witb the whole 
| 1 in prayer to pro- 
deed to excommunication , that is unto 
\Ne Caftivg him of out of their copgregatis 


| f 8 


7 . 


 aMat,ns 


b. cor. Churches. 2. That the worship an 
„R. 2. vice of God may c be kept and prelery: 


28 Cortaine Poſitions . 
aod fellowſhip, covenant and prore$inghe®: 
of the Lord , for bis diſobedience an 1.5 | 
flinacie, and cofnmitting him to Sainagygooc 
for the deſtructiop of ibe fleſb, tbat ie 


9 
ſpirit may be ſaved in the dey of the L 
leſus, if {ucb be bis good. wil and plealnrefpe it 
Hat. 18. 17. 1. Cor. 5. 11. reale 

51. If the offence he publike, the panſalth 
tie is publiquely to be reproved , and ad, I 
moniſhed: if he then tepent por, top 7 [ 
ceed to excommunication , as afareſyigyitng 
at 


t.Tim,g.20, Cal. 2.14. loſ.7,19, 2 CMN. 
7. 9. A 

52, Farther they are to warn the werden 

Mat. 18. la congregation and all other beleeversi|\. 54 
17-1 CM. bold bim 4 4 Heathen and Pobliuan- api pt 
11. to withdraw themſelves from bim, from ide o 
ſpirituall communion, and civil familiari/ hte, 
tie, ſo farre as may be without the vic Hef 
tion of any naturall or civil bond. [Lord 
53+ That obftinate ſioners after dux. 
conviction and patience, muſt be cenſute 5: 
appearetb , 1. By the commandement wm 
Chriſt « and Practice of the 17721 Keri 
A fer NN i 

e 
from pollution, contempt and prophang | *F 
tion. 3. That the Cane! may hs funk ein 


* - 


\ Gr rning a „Aue Church; 29 


91 15 d for it, and ſo ſaved in the 
1 the Lord, 4. That the bonoar and © 54 N 
Lasche of rbe Chareb may be prefer- 2.3 =" wh 
f art , tht which would be loſt ⸗ Kelle per. 2. Cor. 6. 
were ſuffered therein. 5, To prevent Are. 2. 
1 of others, 6. That by the 14.16 · 
25 12 and holynes of the Church; they / Heb. 12. 
e panſalthout: g may be gained to the Goſpell, * AJ 
1d ad, Lo glorifie Gods great name which is 1 5. 
op 1 web impeached () by the unholy wal- h Exe. 36 
ing of thoſe which profeſſe bis truth. J. 20.23. 
"Ci , hat others may feare, 5 for if this conrſe # Den. 87 
2 amirted , it may be a meanes to embols 33+ 13+ 
den many to doe the lyke. 
ers] \ #4, The repentance of the partie muſt 
790 | N to the offence, viz, If 
ence be publique, publique: I pri- 
r u, private: Hlawöled, ſubmiſſive, lor · 
viola full, unfained, giving glorie to the 
ord, Lis. 19.17, Prov. 10. 12. Rom. 12. 
, dui h and 13. 10. and 14. 1. 
; ed | 55+ There muſt great care bee had of 
- Amonitions, that they be not captious or 
9 grious,fiading fault where nous is;noither 
M in bicternes ar reproach: For that were 
25 * deftroy and not to ſave our brother: But 
muſt be carefully done, with prayer 
par jag — they mutt bee fealoncd with 
bet: truth, 


- I Cual. Pofuion 4 
— er Pence. Mat. 18. Me t 
5. Jo- Epheſ 4.4.1.2. 2 Tim. a. oel 
56. — lam. 3. 5. 19.0 win 
5 Luk, 2 us, that di 1 the Scripture Thewe FeCl 
4246,47 ſpeake _ po” faithful and mei able 199 9 
& cap. 4 comf to editication exhortirion ani 
eee 
e e eee dee 
10.20. A 0 e urch 01 
427 22 — of ofice bad libetty either inf t d. 
1314.1 uſe their T. ynagoguè, publiquely to thi 
xp 161] echt giks. 5: lack tive of the UE 
773 preached, and be Lond. Churches, men ee 
18. 19. ,and t e Lord himſelfe approved d ſa 
18.24. Ic. and that without * approve N 
2 b. hibition to the c any exception or prof ec 
24.25, manded c thi ontrarie, 3. Chrift come oft 
eLuk, 9. l this thing: and ſo did his A J 
1.0 es after ward 7 : poft-j,.147 | 
. © cap. woe ; 4. he prohibitin fi thf 
10. 1. men e (not extra di 5 2 og 
3B own Peak in the Ch * inarie inſpired) ide n 
* 8 8 urch : clearely imports pd 
70. 11. bandi and * giveb unto men their hult bo be 
1 Cor, I4 follow : 2 5. Otherwiſe it woulr bm. 
271 untaught f or ha the people ſhould b la 
1 ell 3 - : _ _ the geſent! 
© | he i) g there mi e gt 
8 14 lawfull Paſtors and Miniſters had del 2 
F Pro, 29. 18 Rom ++ fore be. 
18. 17. 1 Cor.I.17. 3 
22 The... 4. Rev. 18.4. 8 * 4.67 p 
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7 oncer ning a true vi ſible Cbueb. 31 
re there were a church to chule them, or 


ock for them 20 watch over; or that un- 
full minifleries y might be reteynd & h Proe. 9. 


ewel aecuted, for bringing men to knowledge 3. 2 King 


le to 


Ff mt; 
rare 


wurcht* 


ter it 
* 
ien ſo 
rovech 
rp! Qs 
com 
Apoft- 
ig 
ed) te 


ores 


r huls 
woul 


ge g 


of che Doctrine of the Church; which is 


ud obedience of the Goſpel: all which 23 · C ler. 


4 the word of God. Laſtly much — 
comes by this meanes, as x. the glory 2. 18.14 


God, ia the manifeſtation i of bis mani- 13. Exr. 


ld graces. 2. That the gifts in men be 2.51.63, 
t quenched, 3. For the preſerving pure 1 Per. 4. 


10. 11. 

dore in danger, if ſome one ot two alone 4 8 8 
wly be beard and ſpeake. 3. For debating I x Tim. 
d ſat is fy ing of doubts if any ariſe, 6. For 2. 1 Cor, 
ihe edifying of the Church and conyerfion 16.33. 

0 others. 

(37. As Chriſt) our Heavenlie Prophet) 
bach ſer forth unto us in the new Te ſtament 


* 


be manner and forme of tbe gathering 
d Conſtitution of the viſible Church 2 
bo bee requires eyerie faithful Chriſtiat, 
þ meke himſelfe a member of ſome par 


deular Congregation, and there to pre- 
ent their bodies and ſoules, and to briag 


1 = . 


miele gifts which God hath given them. Our 


d,b 
4.6.7 


Talons are theſe: 1. Other wiſe they are not 


fore: N be admitted upto the Hely Sacraments, 


: (a)the 


e ertaine Poßti E 2 
4 Nr. 26 (a) the ſeales of Gods Covenaut: For thelf L 


26-29.& ought not to be adminiſtred uuto an 0 


28.19.20 except they be added unto ſome viſit 5 
=” 8 Church: unto which the publick ordin L 7 5 
ad 50. oy CES and miniftery doth a pertaine, 2; 3 wy 
4.2. 3 cauſe of the preſesce of b and Cori; 
41, and $ If we wil come to God, we muſt comet ie 
36.37. that place where his preſence is in a ſp 1 
Sem. 27: clall manner, and where be is to be found 


11% ben of all ſuch as lecke bim wich their wha 
rg, bratc. 3. e Howelle have we feſpeck 
P/sl.65.5 all the Commandements. 4. Tbat i II. 
c Eſa. i 19 Saints may mucually edifie each othet 


6. Lu. 1. f d and this followes upon their joyoiog t 


d Ind, 30 gether in the fellowfhip of the Goſpel 
. x. 12, 1. To conſidr, (e) Or obſerye Our Brethreo 


1 Cor. 11 wl. 1 
27. wee ought, watch over them, arid feebꝭ -- 


e 1. Theſ. redace them unto a ftreight walking wha 
5-14 Heb they goe aſtray. 6 Becaule of Gods C 
3.12.13. 82or fand promiſe: For thoſe which are 4 
_— the Church, are directly (as it were) j58F* 
Fa. 1 zz ned to his bleſſings and graces, the wig 
3.Eſa. 60 are powred forth there abundantly, 
y Deut. 58 ·˖ That it is a greevious ſinne to ſtand 
412. 13. a viſihle mewber of any falſe Church, is a? 
vident by theſe reaſons. 1 · Becauſe it is 
gainſt the expreſſe charge and comm 
demet 


Cone: rning 4 true viſible, Church? 


theſly, ber ment of God, 9 2. Every deviſed con- ry 18 
ö 45- 
1 
1 


＋ tation is an idol and all. that comes froi Zone 
, is tainted with the idolatrie of that cou⸗ Eſa. 48. 
; "Witotion : and therfore not to be touched; 20. He.. 4 
x 
Nit. 
Tore —* to hell the — ik the 1 
rd will ca ſt down and conſume i. 4. It x lob. . 
to embrace the bolome of an hatlot, and 21. ach: 
commit ſpiritual whoredome againſt--" 2 * 
Lord &. 5. This is to hold conformitie-\ _ 1 2 
h idolaters, and to be like them, Nes. 16 
ich thing ought not to be, 6. It is to Rev. 18. 
e Satan m and Antichriſt, as it is writ - . a. K Pre. 
ls ſeryanes qoꝶ are whome-you doe obey... 5 2 Pe 
I is to doe otherwiſe, then the faytbfi 1. Le 3% 
Mages have ptactiſed. » 8. 80 long; * 9 
een continue members of a falfe church 19. KD. 
nueth that the love and: zeale of God 23.24. 
in them, o neither bavs the ſincete · Deut. 1a. 
repented of their ſinnes , | but are ſtill 39.32, 
d and unregenerate. 1. 9. Wboſoe-” 15. Ts 
tpartaker i in the ſinnes of a falls church, Rev 9. 20 
inder the ſome curſes : for ſocietie in A Gen; 4. 
e, brings fellowſhip in punichment 26-2 Chr, 
F 18 4. | 30. — 
0 | - 9. And 2. Chr. EI 


| . 20. 3.2 Kiog. as. 4. 7 EIA, 30. 23. 13˙14. 


43 Certaine Poſutiont; | 

59. And becauſe many conſider got 2 5 

that neceſſitie it is for them ro walk Wye 

, - © the fellowſhip,and under the ordinances eto 
„tze miniftetial and rightly inſtitute f ibe 
Cdurcb, let theſe reaſons be alſo weighawiſſt 
. The Church and adminiſtrations thereſpord 
ere not ueedles, but moſt needfull meangyacce 

_ - . anRiifycd of God, and given of Chrifyutu 
7 Eghecd: for our edevication v and ſalvation. 2. Oi 5 
11. Act. great infirmities ( whereof both the i; ip bert 
2.47,  fures every where, and our own expyyuth | 
Tlience warne us) ſhew in what great et ce; 

_ wefiand , of allthe Lords holie Ordinag.6o, 

ſ. 1, Pet. 2. ces; For the {upplying of what is anti che 
2. a Tim, in us, and correctiag of what is amiffe; ¶ Nice 
3-17. -continuivg andincreafing of what is goulſftare 
Tal. 42. varo the coming of the Lord. 3. Soul m 
12. andi emyre comfort with the Lord . 
Fil. ie,, God, it flowes from univerſal obedie net d 
24.25. () ther fore whoſoevet᷑ balketh wich MN r 
t P/4.119:Lord in any thing great or ſmall, fest 
6. Lab, | ftattivg boles, whereby to eſcape from Hi 
6. Mal. in his word and ordinances : he matiſe t 
3. 19 · ſteth herein great unſoundnes and in n 
Nor a ſtate may not exſpect any feeliog a 
ot. rance of Gods favour and love iu Chi 
1. Our ſinnes of ignorance and hummel. 
. frault . 


An 


sc Concerning 4 tree viſffble Church. $3 
alk;Miſcio (alas) are to many; let all men 
ncesGerfore in all places be warned, not too 
lirdttberto preſumptious linnes # either of « Pſa. ig 
ipheſmiſion or commiſſion to provoke the 13. «nd 
thereſord withall. 5. A Church conſtituted x19. 134 
peanaccording to the Goſpel ; is that onely vf. 20 
brit fall religious ſociety or communion of ag. A4 
2. Oi its, wherein God wilbe hononted,; 18. 20. 
ſeriſſ berby he wilbe ſerved , and wherto be 

expyſuch promiſed his preſence and accep- 


t uc tr. | | 
ling. $6, Gods people having ſer themſelves 
anti che order and way of the Goſpel : 
fe; Mitre care then muft be, not to commu 
$ poofare afterwards. in any deviſed ar uſar- 
Sou l minifteric and worſhip. Oar rea- 
d bulls are cheſe, 1; Becauſe in ſo ducing, 
tenchiito doe breake their former yow which 


ch ſer madeunto the Lord. x 2, God bath, Gey, 17 


(celthmiſed no bleſſing unto any minitterie, 2. fer, 56 
m bo his own ; (c) neither to any worlhip, 5. Hofes 
1anlifelſsc t what is don in.bis own way; though y. Exec. 
n fuonfeſle he may , and doth grant that 1. f. 
ebe his infinite. goodnes ; which no 5ſt. 18 
ht can chalenge by any ordinarie pro. 1 At. 
mali. 3. Such as doe fo, ſhew themſelves 2g. jig 26 
aultie 5 C 2 | tobe Erd. 20. ä 
Rem. ta. 2 Job. 4. 2 2.24% Mat. 15.8 40.41. 
Am. 4. 4. 1. 


36 | (certaine Poſuions | | 
to be none of Chrifts ſheep, d but Rill AN 
7 dal and unconverted. 4 Frue beleeyF 6 
& 30,22 oughtto depart ſo fart from idolaters, 4 
e Dent, 12 not to be beholden to thein for any of tha 
30 Lev. 8 inſtitutions: e heither to ſerve the Lore 
3 Ex. a3 jn, with, or by any belpes, meanes un 
1 eut, furtherances of their iuſtitution or inve 
f Fievi, 19 tion f 5. The Lord cannot abide avy N 2 
17. Deut. 5 vice but what for matter and manner,, 
9. Heſ. 13. according to bis revealed will. 
12 Eze. 18 
6.1 a 61. And that it is nor enought to kee 
20,16, 18 fe heart ro God , and in the mean ti 


yeeld bodilie preſence to idolatrous wa 


ſhip,we mavifeſt thus. 1. Becauſe we 5 
g Mat. 5, to ſerve God in the fight of the world: : 
16, Phil. 2 & what wethioke in our hearts, that i 6 


15. 2 Cer. 


be written þ in 7! *© 
- b tten and ſeen (as it were) in * 


fore heads. 2, The Lord bath cre 

ſoule and body, and by Chriſt they 
b 2 Cor.6, be th redeemed h: ther fore it is neceſf, 

19.20 that we ſhould honour him with the wh; 

Rom. 12, 1 man, for how elſe ſhould tbe whole, en,, 

loͤrĩie and immortalitie hereafter. 1 

muſt alwayes be onr care, (o to wake 

5 x Pet. 2, Others thereby may have occaſion to 
32, 1 Cor. riſie God 5: but lo they cannot dot, F 
30,32, the 


D 


Y to 


Concerning 4 true viſible Church, 37 
er ſe us preſent at falſe worſhip, £4. 
ods. word cbargeth us to avoyd all ap- 
„ aearance: of evil E: and condemneth all A r Th g. 
ches with their bodies and in outward 522, 
Sew give any appearance to idolaters 
ymboliſing I with them in their idola- Os 
Is actions, howſoever we doe it not with Le. 19, 


128 be ame intent and mind that the others 19, 19. 

de. 5. A tender conſcience in doeivg Heſ. 2,16 
3 wilbe wounded , and rankle inwardly 17, Dau. x 

i thorn in the heel, inregard it is — . 
uirocation, diſſi mulation and a denying „ 110 

cbriſt . Davids heart (mote him for 20 — 
little, | 4, 22, 
6e, Such as joyne themſelves unto 


1 viſible Churches, ought firftto goe unto | 
+ (=) Elders, that by them their cauſe ” r Cer. 


ky be propounded to the whole Con · 14, wit, 


Meoation: afterward they are to come 
bo the publick aſſemblie, and there make 
ion o of their faith openly, and pro- „ 43.28, 
WM co walke in the obedience of Chriſt : — 
then beeing found worthy, by the 3229-70: 
ſent of the whole Church, they are joy- 4 15. 
"My co be received into the holy commu- 
of Saiats, 
to —- —-- -->- 
ww C 3 63 * 


63.1 Az every eſtabliſhed Church h IN 
power and liberty to chuſe their owne pili im 
rituall and E: cleſiaſticall Officers : So, b 
i Wee 8 thele Officers are tyeſ- 63. 
; upto that ouly Congregagion () of hb 
4.44. 20 f are 1 1602 they wee 
elected into office, and ought not to bei 
5 Cor. 7. apy Eccleſiaſticall Office ia avother,veith 
17. can they adminiſter the holy things n 
God » as Officers and by yertue of a mid 
Keriall calling apy where , but in thel""\ 
owne Copgregation ; No. More then ae! 
el qjor or Bayliefe can execute civill ji? 
ſtice out of _ limitts and bounds of ibelf - 
owne priyile bs, 
ne privil aged Corporation. — 
C4 lt is ſure , that Chriſt Ieſus hath 1 65 b 
ſubjected any Church or congregat ion, W#* 
his, to any other ſuperior Eecleſia iti 
juxildictioo, then unto that which is with er 
10.0.5. i it ſelfe: blo that if a whole Church or cotþ® 
Mai. 3. — — (ball erre in any matter of fai dC 
2. or religion, noe other Church, or Church 
Spb. 2, Officers, haye (by any warrant from tu 
19. PVord of God) power tocenſure , punififf' - 
2 (or.x2 OF controlle the ſame, but are only to: 4 
29. . 


2. „h 
oe ſp 
So, 
e the 
bien 
we 
4 
neit ha not a d 
ngs Mme or 
| mighpfit ſelfe. We prove thus. 7. all the pri- 
in thellaitive Churches planted by the Apoftoli- 
then ee inftiturion c had power fullie io them- G *2 
vill elves immediately from Chrift to practice 
f chef) divine worſhip, 2, Where as Chriſt 7 14. 2 
' "Flanth cat. 16. v. 17. tel the Church, he, 


meagęs a particular congregation, having 2 Cor. 16 
2th fall power, in, and of it (elfe, to exerciſe 
on ; WEcclefiaſtical Governement , and all otber 
able Vds ſpiritual ordinances, 3. Whatſoe- . 
with er the 7 ( harchus did by divine authority, 
1 „ other Churches afterwa 
doe: 


re 

f faßt each of them apart in, and for 

dutch tbemſelves were to practice the whole 

m ii orſhip of God: Ther fore 

duni 66. Now whereas ſome doe alleadge 

tos A. 15. chap. to prove a certaine power 
Jin Cleſe _ Synods over and above the 
. ee 


power of particular Congte ations : 5 
wer: that place juſtifierh no ſuch thing pe 
or 1. here was no combination of mam 
Miniſters of ſundry Churches to deter 67 
mine the caſe and controverſie by joyngwegr 
autbority : but onely a few meſſeugenſhnt b 
ſent from Antioch to feruſalem in a buſinaſaren 
there ſpecified, 2. The Church at Awſome 
tioch ſent potto Ieruſalem as beeing boungſoe, | 
ſo to doe in reſpe& of Church power, fol vai 
they might have ended the matter at hom ane 
a mong themſelves. 3. Not onlie the Aged : 
poſtles and Elders met together, but thalfreak 
- Brethrea alſo, beeing intereſted in th 
thing; and therſore gave ſentence witli S1 
the reſt to the decree then made. iy eſom 
matter there concluded was divine ſerip Polp 
ture, impoſed apon all the Churches Mert 
the Gentles , al though they bad no del te 
gates there. verſ. 22.28. chap. 16. 4. JB. 
Paul and Barnabas went not up to Teruyſwith 
lalem to ſubmit their judgement to the, 
Apoſtles, but onlie to conferre with them, 61 
and for countenance of the truth in req i 
ſpect of men, and for the topping of ibeſbey 
mouthes of ſuch deceivers, as pretendeq u 
racy were ſent by the Apoſtles; and thar pt 
7: — 


Cnet Poſtion, C 
| 
t 


({oncerning a trus viſible Church, 4x 
Ini ſulpition might remain in the minds 
ning people, as it Paul in doctrine differed 
e ret. 
letet: 67. It is the dutie of every Chriſtian 
joyngwopregation to be carefull, that no in- 


gennant be admitted unto Baptiſme (a] whole 482. 
ufineiarents (one at leaſt) are not members of 39-39 


fe perticular Church, For 1. If 


6.15. 


2oundwe, þ by this meanes Gods na me is taken 19.20. 
r, fon vaine. 2, The holy Sacrament pro- Gen. 17.7 
homitaned. c 3. The Church of God defi- 8-12 Col. 


be Aﬀed : 4 4. The miniſter a covenant 
ut theſreaker, Mal. 2. . 5. There is no pre- 
u thaept nor example in the Scripture for it. 
; with Such a practice hindreth many parents 
* om embraceing the way and order of the 
cripÞolpel , and cauſeth them to live and die 
ics alftertines, 7, It induceth ignorant peo- 
delete to conceive ſuch an abſolute neceſſity 
. SobtBaptilme , as that men cannot be ſaved 
Teryy thout it, 
d tbe] 
thew | 68, Rut ſuch Children whoſe parents 
In req ſr if one) are with in the viſible covenant, 
of be dey ought te be baptiſed: Becauſe baptiſms 
ende&s unto us that which circumciſion was 
d that the Iewes; e Beſides there js as great 


a eo. + 


no C 5 realon 


2.12. 33 


R. 9. 4x. 
Cor. 7. 14 
b Ex. 20. 


c Mal. . 
7. 12. 
He-. 10. 
29. l Hag 
2,1 4. * * . 
Exec, 44. 
7. 


e Col. 2 
11,12. 


„ cm, Reni 
ſraſon chat our 2 A 92 * 
N their were to 1 
ci ed. 1. Becauſe God i is one and the fi i pod 
. cimtng] # al 
n world: 3 the C af pen 
=” as wel as of Abrahams. 4 
2 * * childten are borne innere e Ig we God 
4 3-29 2g need ſalyatiqn by Cbriſt as wel as thei [the 
5.63. 3* We fathers have as = need of out! 
7 ward ſigaes, to confirme our faith tif dle 
þ Epbe,z Gedis out Gol, & the God of our ed 
A. 


Abraham had. 4. We gre bound to ti yeth 
ſive our faith and thankfuloes by conſe oy 
crating our children to the Lord as diff. 


they, 5. Our children are as capable ff * 7: 

noderftundin the miſtery of Bapriſme , o w 

theirs were o if circumcifion. 6 6. The wy 
Dan. circumcifion was as holy a ſigne of fairh 
$36. repentance and a new creature, as is oub 
2. 2. Baptiſme, . That covenant with r 
28.29. braham was eyerlaftivg , d by Ceri, 2a 
1. confirmed and ratefyed to us by Chrift, 

» 2, is 

Ts. 12, dLuk,t.54.55.72.73. Gala, 3.8, 14. l U 

16, 18. 19, Mat. 8. 11. vo] 


x ty 
* aan 


69, A1 
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Centernint᷑ « true yiſſole Church, 43 
W 69. All Chriſtians are bound to practice 
ode ordinances for his viſible Church 
A vader the Goſpel altbough tbe Magiſtrate, 
ing] # allow not thereof, yea forbid them upon « A#.4. 
Toll pean of death: For as the approbation of 19.20- 
Oi wen and Angels, makes not the wayes of Pan. 6-9 
5 God, and workes of religion never a whit _— 
beirl the more lawful] , but onely, the more free SS 3. 
F out hom bodily danger : fo neither can their 
: c allowance make unlaw full ſuch duties 
ted ef religion as the word of God appro- 
totiſ eth, nor can they give diſpenſation to 
nl perlon, to forbeare the practice there» 
as dich er. 
ble off 7. That the former A ſſertion is true, 
me , i weet that all true beleevers, are to ſet 
Then 8p, reteyn and practice among themſelves 
faith the whole worſhip of God, albeir the ma- 
is dul eiſtrate forbid the ſame , we prove it thus» 
ch be primitive Chriftians f did fo, yea f Rev.2. 
elieal Pugh the contrarie edifts of Princes did 3c. 
ci, P*bid them upon pean of death. 2, The N | 
Magistrate is but the ſeryant of the Lord 74 2.1, 
14. nd therfore bath no power to bind the Z Rem. 1 0 
wnlcience , neither can he exempt any 2.4. 
un from obedience to God. 3. Chrifts Maz.4. 
69, A Kivgdome 10, 

i Prov 24. 21. Tr . 


1 


4 AB. vw ing the onlie ſure waye for the comfort of 


30m. 4. 12 
Epb. 2. 19 
Pro. 8 34 


Rev.4, 
4-10, 


| Kingdome dependeth not upon the au · 


that the practice of Church ordinances wu 


Certaine Poſtions, 


thorĩtie of Princes, but immediately upoꝶ did 
God, A at. 6, 13. Eſa. 6, 9. Who hath ſaſ ec 
mercifully & wilelie eſtabliſhed the ſame, e 
that as with the comfortable ayd and aſſi. thi: 
Rance of Chriſtian Magiſtrates( 1 Tim. 2,2,} $, 4 
ir may goe foreward the more peaceabiy vb. 


und prolitably. ſo without it,it may pre vaile the 


4. All Rot 


and proſper: Dan. 2, 44. Dan. 6, 2. 
| The 


the Magiſtrates power wherein be is atu« | 
allje to be obeyed , is onely where, aud 
when he commandeth or forbiddeth from Ch 
God, or for God: and not elfe (a). 5. See: 


(/purehes in Aſia to be practiſed under per | 


lecuting Magiſtrates oppoſing , tbat we wilt 
Fal. 81. muſt not now omitt, though the Magiſtrate they 


doth not tollerate it: now certaine it is, |4 


Concerning a true viſible Church, 45 


upon did nat therfore exempt or diſpeuce with 
th lo deoples omiſſion, it muſt needs follow; that 
ame, ve muſt not omitt or forbeare our dutie 
aſſi : ibis way, thongh the Magiſtrate forbid us: 
| * $. And laſtlie, the Magiſtrate in forbiddi 

rably bat the Lord commandeth,dorh not quit 
vaile be obſerver ofit, frõ tranſgreſſion, neither 
rom the puniſhment that is due unto it. 
The ſoule that ſinneth it ſhall die. . 
7. Whereas we ſpake before 

church. Officers: this is to be added, that 
See: = care muſt be taken; before con- 
vrt of ent be given unto any calling in the 
ings Church, that ir appeare by due triall and 
muſt {{ufficient examination, that the perſon is 
g the qualefied with the gifts which the word 
4. of God requireth, in one ofthat place. For 
hs 7; otherwile: 7. there will follow a manifeſt 
41 * vil not acknowledge thẽ: 4 but profeſſeth 


breath, of c Gods commandement: 2. God e x T: 


5. 22. 


Arate ey are no minifters to him. 3. ſuch connot Epheſ, 45 


it is, doe the things required of them: 42 1 


8s, 11. 


wu tetayning of ſuch is a manifeſt token of the d He 4 


and 3. Vengeance of God againſt al ſuch as doe ſa: 
 ayer«l, 32+ Now howſoev er a man be indued 
e 2 75 ne ver ſo many lively faculties for the 

Iwiniſtery: be he never ſo godlie, derer 
Aid blearned , yet he is no miniſter indeed, 
unleſſe 


6 


45 {ertaine Poſitions | 

uvleſſe be have the ordingnce of G 

| upon him, by a true outward | calling; 4 

4 Heb, 6. Therfore no man without a lam fai ( aj cl 

4.7.1. 15 ling may preſume to take upon bim goff 

Err. ig. ic miniſteriall function inthe Church. Te nei 
| reaſons are: 1. No bleſſing otherwiſe cui 

þ er. i 3. be ex{pe&:d on their labours, b 2. Thi 

22.23» dannger of intraſion is great, ſevetely put 7. 

e 16 niſhed in Torah c and his company: it 


40.22.22 King VzJi4b d and others, 3. Chrif 

4 2, Chr. tooke not to himſelfe this honour, but iii 
26.19.21 warrant of his Fathers calling, e 4. That 
e Heb. 5 · J isa divine ordinance appointed to be prifwe 


FED. ctiſed by all Churches(f)to the worlds end vel 
Fr. _— 5. Gods promiſe is to goe forth with ſuckgour 
— and make their miniftery g effectuall. 6. 
9:3”; this meanes they ſhalbe encouraged a6J 
| comforted if any troubles come upon then 
7. for the worke fake, h EL 7 > 
73. And whenſoever the Church and 
people of God, doe ordaine any, to exer- 
cile any ſpititual function or minifterie*| x 
They ought in the firſt place to entreat ti gy 
.6” Lord i that he will give bis blefſing Nen 
the thing which they havein band, Re 1 
- ſons, r. Not to doe this, is to depart frou | 
the Anoftolicall precept and practice. k 2, 
+, 6. That God may direct them to chuſe - 


C 
G 


f — 41 * 3 A. 
8 beſt atid fitteſt rſon. Leg 
eile corcupt ky Engr 1 
94 12 4 "That the yer- 
) cal bon to be choſen may be well q 
a 0g. So protected and affifted of God ; that 
The neither the world, fleſhor Divel, may tet- 
le cal) tefie bird; ot ſeduce hin. 6. That his 
Tul feryice may be profitable to the ſaints; {1 1. er. 
y puff 7. Becauſe ſuch ſhalbe late to meet wich ©: 
: M may © oppofitions; As a tree the highet it is 


Cirif taz 2 more incident itis to ſtormes & 
t vi om peſts: foe &c. Laſlly if Salomon would 
Tee — to build the ea temple: nor 
e priv ould the people afterward put the holy 


s ent{Fveſfels thereof into the Leitet bands wick 
ſuchſ out prayer: tuch more &c. 
. 6.By _ 
d a0 
n then Pſal. 37. 3. 

' Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O Cinis 
chan "i God; 
» Exer® Plal.#4. to, 
fterie*| [had rather be « doorekgeper in the houſe 
eat dn f * then to dwell in the tents of wic 


* 


* 
— 


Plal. 27.4. 
** thing I baye at led of Jchovah, the 
[arms 


Ne. oe. 4 
ET Ts * * 


« of Fei 
. of Je 
N 


* 


and 4s ray as valle — py 
9 tre be on them, andi mercie, and; x 
« the ral of God. 
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